[Ethical and legal issues concerning renal replacement therapy withdrawal or withholding].
Rapid and dynamic increase of the number of patients that need different forms of renal replacement therapy can be noticed in the developed countries. This increase is associated with increased number of patients with 'diseases of modern civilization', such as diabetes and hypertension, which lead to kidney complications (e.g. diabetic and hypertensive nephropathy). Improved long-term care (especially diabetic and cardiologic) allows these patients to survive longer and to reach the stage of end-stage renal disease. This leads to increasing age and morbidity of patients treated with dialysis. In many cases, due to extremely advanced level of co-morbidity patients on dialysis are exposed to extreme level of suffering and unacceptably low quality of life. Persistent continuing of renal replacement therapy under such circumstances (with no hope for recovery or improvement) raises also some economical issues, especially in the context of permanent crisis and shortage of resources in health systems of most countries in the world. In this review the current practice concerning withdrawal or withholding of renal replacement therapy as well as some legal and ethical issues of this practice are discussed.